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QUESTION: And was there an imminent threat? Did you tell lawmakers that there

was an imminent threat?

SECRETARY RUBIO: There absolutely was an imminent threat, and the imminent
threat was that we knew that if Iran was attacked - and we believe they would
be attacked - that they would immediately come after us, and we were not going
to sit there and absorb a blow before we responded because the Department of
War assessed that if we did that, if we waited for them to hit us first after
they were attacked - and by someone else, Israel attacked them, they hit us
first, and we waited for them to hit us - we would suffer more casualties and
more deaths. We went proactively in a defensive way to prevent them from
inflicting higher damage. Had we not done so, there would have been hearings
on Capitol Hill about how we knew that this was going to happen and we didn’ t

act preemptively to prevent more casualties and more loss of life.
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